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What lies behind us and what lies before us  
are tiny matters compared to what lies within us 

The visit of the Governor-General, Quentin Bryce, on Sunday 11 September was quite 
low key but her cheerful smile and friendly manner brightened what was otherwise a 
sombre day of remembrance of the 10th anniversary of the US terrorist attacks  



If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves, take up 
their cross and follow me.(Matthew 16:24) 
 
This exhortation of Jesus, one we know well, often causes 
discomfort. When Jesus says this, he is speaking with his disciples 
at Caesarea Philippi. Peter has just named him ñMessiahò and 
Jesus has told them the sort of Messiah he is to be ï a Messiah 

who will suffer and die. And then he tells the disciples the sort of disciples they are to be. 
 I donôt think that when he does this, Jesus is telling the disciples to look for suffering. I 
think that he is telling them that a human life will have suffering and death within it. We are so 
familiar with these words of Jesus and they are so difficult to embrace. I think it is easy to turn away 
from them, to be a little deaf to them. Because what I think Jesus is asking the disciples to do, and 
asking us to do, is to take up our life and follow him. Jesus said that if we wish to gain our life we 
will lose it. I think that Jesus is calling us to take up our life and follow him. To embrace the truth of 
our life and live it with him. Knowing that he embraced the fullness of a human life and all that 
meant.  
 The cross has woven, in the grains of its wood, the resurrection. The cross, and the human 
suffering and death that it entailed, has woven into it the promise of life on the other side of death. 
Godôs abiding promise of life. 
 Take up your life and follow me. 
 At this time in the life of our Cathedral community, we can be encouraged by Jesusô words. 
Dean Sarah has left and we are in a time of interregnum. It is a time of mixed feelings and some 
anxiety about the future. It is a time, though, in which the rich life of our community ï its music, 
liturgy, pastoral care and deep treasuring of one another and the glorious building in which we 
worship ï continues to thrive.  
 We can take up our life in our Cathedral community and follow Christ in the sure 
knowledge that woven into our life is the promise of the resurrection. 

Jenny Wilson 
Precentor 

Take up your life 

Thank you so much for the extremely generous and consistent 
support with casseroles, help on the night, and financial 
donations that you have given us as Co-ordinators for the 
Cathedralôs rostered duties at the Magdalene Drop-in Centre 
during the past two years.  Lyn Raw has very kindly offered to 
be a co-ordinator for the next two years.  We have found it 
really valuable to share this work of co-ordinating. We 
encourage you to consider whether working with Lyn in this 
important and valuable ministry may be your calling for the 
next two years.  
For more information, please ring Chris Goodes 8340 7226, 

Valerie Langshaw 8261 0115 (Photo: Stuart Langshaw) 

A final word from the Casserole Co-ordinators 



Cathedral Community  
The Cathedral is like a magnet. Its architecture, location and liturgy have seen 
27,000 visitors drawn to it in this past year. The Cathedral is a beautiful 
building but it is a building for the community.  
 It is a place where people come to pray, worship, seek solace, peace 
and help in troubled times. This past year it has welcomed the Sudanese 
Community who filled the Cathedral with joyful songs of praise as they 
celebrated the birth of the Independent Republic of South Sudan. As a 
response to the earthquake in our Sister City of Christ Church New Zealand 
the Cathedral hosted a prayer service with input from students from the University of Canterbury who were 
studying here. The Cathedral has been the recipient of the retired Queenôs and Regimental Colours of the 7th 
Royal Australian Regiment which have been laid up here. The Cathedral regularly hosts visits from schools 
particularly for their end of year services. On these occasions the Cathedral echoes with the sounds of young 
voices lifted in song, accompanied by skilful instrumentalists. People coming to the Cathedral are never turned 
away. A troubled young international student was found one morning curled up near one of the buttresses. 
Over a number of days and through many different agencies Cathedral volunteer staff enabled this young person 
to be reunited with her parents. The Cathedral has an inclusive heart which cares not just for its own but for 
those who come from outside its community. This is reflected in the monthly Taizé healing service led by the 
Reverend Joan Claring-Bould and the Reverend John Payne and a small band of musicians and singers. This 
service is meditative and reflective in style and provides an opportunity for worshippers to sit in Godôs presence 
in the company of others, hear the scriptures read and proclaimed and to receive personal prayer ministry 
should that seems appropriate. 
 There are other events and activities which the Cathedral hosts which enable us to connect with the 
community. The annual Cathedral Art Show held every October brings hundreds of art lovers into the 
Cathedral. These are folk who might otherwise never have come into a church. The same could be said for the 
concerts which are regularly held in the Cathedral. The Cathedral Playgroup also gives a link into the local 
community and provides a happy environment for children and parents to meet once a week. 
 As well as being a building for the general community, the Cathedral has been called the Mother 
Church of the Diocese. It has a strong sense of being a part of and a resource for the Diocese. It plays host to 
Synod gatherings as well as providing a venue for Diocesan Ordinations. It has been host this year to a number 
of large funerals which for the want of space would have been held in their parish church. To strengthen these 
ties with the Diocese the Cathedral has played host to Deanery gatherings. Area Deans have been invited to 
preach at Sunday Choral Evensong and to bring interested members of the parishes making up their deanery 
with them. They have come for a tour and refreshments and have stayed on for the evening worship. These visits 
have been appreciated by those who have come and have been a reminder to the Cathedral Community of its 
responsibility to the Community of the Diocese.  
 How does the Cathedral manage to do all this? It manages to be a place to which the Community and 
Diocese can come because it is a lively worshipping Community in its own right. It is an eclectic mix of some 
400-500 families and individuals of all ages and circumstances and nationalities which bring life to the building 
as they sing Godôs praises in worship and as they sweep and clean, and welcome and lend a listening ear to the 
troubled. The Cathedral Community draws its life from God and aspires through its worship and education 
programs for young and old to send out into the world informed and lively Christians who, as living water, will 
draw others to the living water who is Jesus Christ. 
 The Cathedral Community draws its life from God and offers it back in prayer and praise. Holy 
Communion is celebrated Monday through Friday in the Cathedralôs Lady Chapel at 7.30am. This enables 
those who gather to start their day refreshed in Spirit. There is an additional service of Holy Communion on a 
Wednesday morning at 10am and Choral Evensong is offered at 5.15pm.  Music is at the heart of Cathedral 
worship and the accomplished choir leads all sung services which include the Sunday morning Choral Eucharist 
as well as Sunday Choral Evensong. As availability allows the Choir accompanies diocesan worship like Synod 
services and ordinations. The Cathedral Choir provides a good training in singing for choristers and is fortunate 
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 It must be springtime! Suddenly Playgroup is 
filled with young ones reaching 22 children on 
one occasion and a total of 29 on our 
attendance list. We have three sets of twins 
which is delightful but for some of the regulars 
it is a bit scary having so many. 
We could not manage without Priya Mendis 
and Lucy Iles as there is lots to  set up and put 
away and keeping an eye on so many little ones. 
 Our International Day went well and we 
now have Korean, Scottish, Egyptian, French, 
Chinese, Japanese, British and South American, 
and English children in our group. 
  

 
Our plans for school holidays are as follows: 
 4 October at 10 am at Helicopter Park at LeFevre Tce, North Adelaide 
 11 October meet at the Friendsô Gate of the Botanic Gardens on Plane Tree Drive at 10 am or 
 at the Old Café at 10.45 am 
 18 October we return to the CP Hall, which has just had its carpet cleaned and looks very 
 good 
 For 2-3 years our Playgroup numbers averaged 10-15. To have more than 20 each week is a 
good thing as it reassures us that St Peterôs Cathedral is offering a service valued by the community. 
And for us who manage it each week, we are certainly kept on our toes. 

Louise Lipman 

With all the different activities now on Sundays, the teachers have been delighted that there 
have always been some students waiting to come over to the CP Hall during the gradual hymn. 
With Rosieôs two older ones preparing for Confirmation coming each week and regulars like 
Charmaine, Joseph, Catherine, Rebecca and our two Jemimahs, we can be sure some will be 
there. However it was fun to be surprised by three weeks when we had over ten and one week 15 
students. They are all such a pleasure to teach and we thank you for bringing them along. 
 Both Marlene and I will be away for the same 2 weeks so it is such a help that our 
teaching team has grown and Alison, Sue, Charles and Victoria have joined the group. 
 

Louise Lipman and Marlene Needham-Heah 

Photo from International Day courtesy Louise Lipman 

Cathedral Playgroup   

Cathedral Kids   



New light on the Lady Chapel windows   

The three magnificent windows, installed in 1904, were the gift of Robert Barr 
Smith. They were made in the prestigious stained-glass workshops of James Powell & 
Sons of Whitefriars, London.  The studio boasted many eminent designers, such as 
Edward Burne-Jones (one of the partners of Morris & Company) and was noted for 
using a large number of distinguished freelance artists. 
 Recent research has revealed that the Cathedral windows, formerly attributed 
to Morris & Co. were designed by John William Brown (1842 ï 1928).  Born in 
Newcastle-on-Tyne where he trained as an interior designer, Brown later worked for a 
firm of commercial portrait painters in London before joining Morris & Co. as a 
glass painter. By the time he designed our Cathedral windows he was working for 
Powell & Sons as their highest-paid freelance artist. 
 The three windows in the Lady Chapel cost a total of £1080 for which Brown 
received about £150 for the sketches and cartoons. To put all this in context, a highly
-skilled craftsman might earn £2 a week, and the senior designer in the Powell studio 
was paid £4/10/0 a week ï enough to employ a domestic servant. 
 This information has come from a leading English glass historian, Dr Dennis 
Hadley, who wrote: ñIt is not surprising that the windows have been attributed to Morris & 
Co., for the archangels are (probably deliberately) rather similar to some figures by that firm.ò  
Indeed the foliage and flowers are very similar to some of the wallpapers designed by 
Morris himself. 
 Brownôs major works date from the beginning of the 1900s and he went on 
to provide windows for six or seven English cathedrals, two in Ireland, one in Wales, 
Montreal (Canada), Grahamstown (South Africa) and New York. In 1907 Powell & 
Sons won a competition (based on a Brown design) to provide the windows for the 
enormous new Cathedral in Liverpool, and this occupied much of Brownôs time 
until he retired to Salisbury in 1923 (where the Cathedral has one of his biggest 
windows). 
 

Pamela Oborn 

indeed to be led by Music Director, Leonie Hempton. Music and liturgy in the Cathedral are now the  
responsibility of the Reverend Jenny Wilson who was recently appointed Precentor.  
 The Cathedral Community is thankful for its over 200 volunteer staff that enable it to continue to 
keep its doors open, the shop running and worship offered. As a relative new comer to the Cathedral I was 
surprised to discover that there are over 50 people involved in leading the major Sunday morning Choral 
Eucharist. There are so many opportunities for volunteering in the Cathedral and we are continually 
recruiting volunteers in numerous areas not just from the ranks of the Cathedral Community but from the 
general community as well as from Anglican and other denominational parishes. Opportunities for 
volunteering at the Cathedral are legion but we are always looking for people who might be able to train as 
welcomers who give a friendly greeting to those who walk through the doors each day. 
 

Mark Sibly 
Acting Dean and Canon Pastor 
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Greta Bradman, pictured here with Eleanora 
Stephenson, sang with the Cathedral Choir during 
Communion to promote her new CD ñGraceò 

It was standing room only at Ian and Dean Sarahôs farewell. 
There was much speechifying and many presentsð a sad but 
loving send off  

Pictured here are just a few of the many who were confirmed by the 
Archbishop during the 10.30 am service on 25 September. Rupert on the far 
left was admitted to Communion and is pictured here with James, David, 
Nicola and Callysta 

A familiar face just lately. Archdeacon 
Chris Chataway brought the parish of 
Walkerville to Evensong as well as 
conducting the consultation which is 
part of the process to find a new Dean 




